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The charge, of which the fellowing pages contain the 
substance, was sug^ted by the niunber of inflammatory publications 
that had been circulated with the most persevering industry, and 
by many other manifestations which had occurred of a widely 
extended system of disloyalty and sedition. 

While my attention was^igaged upon this subject, the principal 

officers of the police, in Manchester, with the concurrence of other 

gentlemen, who had an opportunity of witne^ing the efforts that 

were making for the purpose of exciting a ^irit of disaffection and a 

contempt of the authority of the law, expressed a desire of ;>ublicly 

^pressing the&e sei^timents, as connected with the existipg circum-. 

stances of the country, and of their readiness to co-operate in such 

measures as might be conducive to the public tranquillity. A de» 

claration was accordingly prepared^ in the formation of which I had 

a considerable share, and was adopted At a meeting of many of the 

, principal inhabitants of Manche^^r and Salford, on the Sd of Janu-» 

,,»ry, being the Monday before the sessions at which this charge was 

. delivered, and expr^ssoig in a concise and general manner some of 
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the opinion^ which in the charge are discussed at greater length. 
The declaration afterwards received the sanction of most of the per- 
sons of respectability, in point of character and situation, in the 
town and neighbourhood where it originated, and, although it has 
incurred the censure of aTVaJtkman and a Cobbdt^ the -original 
promoters of it have had the satisfaction of finding that their conduct 
was extensively approved and imitated by persons whose fevourable 
opinion they were more solicitous to obtain, and the propriety of the 
measure was sanctioned by the concurrence of many who were divided 
in opinion upon the usual topics of political discussion,* including 
several whose, opinions are in favour of a change in the system of 
parliamentary representation, 

A part of the fgllowing charge had been ^committed to writing 
previews to the sessions, in the language in which it now appears. 
For the remainder, I had only made a few general notes, and the 
whole was delivered in such language as occurred to me at the time, 
with the exception of a few passages previously impressed on my 
memory, and withoiit any reference to the writing which had been 
prepared. I believe, hoTrever, that the arrangement of the subjects 
and the general course of observations, as here printed, pretty accu- 
rately accord with the charge actually delivered. In consequence of 
a request from the magistrates and grand jitry, in whose presence 
the charge was delivered, the account now published was inserted 
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in the Preston Chronidt^ bxlA teas afterwards copied in the two Man-* 
Chester papers, of Mr.,Harrop, The gentlemen with, whom I am 
^xoQEe&eqaentlyasspciatedi in Che exercise of my magisterial duties, 
haW since done me tW honour of maldng the application which is 
subjoined, andj in acceding to the wishes expressed in that very flat* 
tering testimony of approbation^. I have c<)nceiyed that any utility 
<which might result from the more extended circulstioii of the charge 
would be incr eased by the few notes which now accompany it 

W. D. E. 

StrangemayS'Hally March 22, 1817. 
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MAGISTRATES* &00M. 
New Bailey Court' IJoiiae, Maneliestery 1st Mardii UXT* 

Dear Sir, 

WE have, fofih great fleaiurCf r^i in a provineial paper 

m eoptf ef the charge deUvered hf y<m to the grand jury ai PriMim at the lad 

quarter eesiume. It appeare ^ ut thai the otiervaiiont e&niained m ii heat euch 

k character f at maikei k very detiraUe thai they shotjid attain a^ more extended drat* 

l^on^um in the preeent mode ff puLHeation ^they are likely to do. l^e fid dlw 

Ikai wdeu th^ ehqM he fff^ered iofhe jpuilie in a more dietinct firm 4hffn they 

now arCf they tciB proiaUy be ha to many utho m^ht heret^r derive instructioH 

hy refirrimg to thenu 

We iruetf ther^ore, thai you will pardon the request which we^ your brother 
magistrates in this division^ now make^ daf you would authorixe a separate impress 
eion of your charge to be struck off\ with a view to its more general pMidity^ OM 
weU as that ii may become a document fir fiture readers. 

We arCf dear Sir, 

Ever fiithfiSy yours, SfC. 

W. R.HAY, 
ROBERT FEILDEN, 
RALPH WRIGHT, 
J. HORDERN, 
SAMUEL TAYLOR, 
J. SILVESTER, 
W. MARRIOTT, 
C. W. ETHELSTON. 

TO r. D. EVANS, ESQ. 
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Gentlemen of the Grako Jury, 

y Believe it has not been very usual in this Courti^ to detain the Qxaad 

A Jury with any charge respecting the nature (^ their dut7» or upon 4u(»- 
jecfcs of a more generu nations to which tne att^tion olT.tbe pubub may by that 
meafifi he beneficifiilly directed ; ^nd upon the occasions in w£c& 1 have had the 
honor of presi4iQg iu tills chair, IhaVe only very Elighdy deviated £x>ni that course, 
by f^ientiouing a few lea^ng particulars of the nature and objects df their enquiry^ 
.by communicatihg aay,recent act? o^ t^e Legislature which night tequtie to be 
generally kqown, or by pointing out the particular course q( e^uniuation which 
. mjght be app|ics4)]e to any of the cases in the calendar. 

Upon the present occasior^ it has uip^ed to me, that it might not be un- 
advisable to adopt a dii&rent course^ and to enter^ with some minutenesS) into the 
discussion of topics connected with the traiii^j^illity and good, drier of ibe Country. 
And although I am happy to s^f > that many cjrcuBis^nces have occurred witl^ 
the course of a &^ weeks, preceding the Sesidon^i indicating tfab general good aeme 
and loyalty 'of the Country, in the midst o^ attenapi3 which have been industri* 
p^9fy mad^ tio excite dissatisfii^tioii and confiiuoiiy | conceive tliat t^e time will not 
}^ wholly misapplied in endeavouring tf> i^fsess upon your minds ^4 those of t^ 
i^hf^ peraotns in a^endance ^pon ^he C^urt, especiidly up«i the numerous bod^ of 
Cpnst^lrfesi acid Peace Officers, who i|re pK|sent, in f^ regular course (^ thc»r 
duty, the great importance f)f a stc^y wJA constant attei^tion to d^ u^jort o£ 
ilia^ gteiat sys^w o£hgBfi and consUtutionai au^hofi^ cfioii Vhich the trJonquilli^^ 
the property f the liberty and s^urity of ^imij individual mem^ of tbe commii* 
aity^es^Utifllly depends; andt^. ^e ^bf^rv^tioqa which I shall tabe the Hbsnj of 
eu^it^ing tp your attentio|{, I sbaU^iot entirely cpi^ine fliyself to topi^ whmh\are 
iii^pprt^nt on ncoount of thf n: hf^ving m imni^a^ly Ipcaj or temporaij apj^jk^^iop. 

Perh^ 1^ of the mo^ pr^iff^ cf^ses of ^1^ T?<)b^^ cf pn^<^ tnm^o^ijgr, 
96 the iaimedi9te piesfifire apsi|ig frm %hn ^m^t^ pi t)io^ ^fS^i^ of f uhMJfa^^ 
.«^ which tbejrc; h^ bee!i ingtner^ § 9uil«.a$|0^te f^pfily ^ ai^ the ^^&ieigf;ia£ 
ivhieb. bewig ifm9^t4y m4 «?wWy j5|l|, pt^ufies^n i^i|&«V^ to^wjucfe i^ !»#*- 
fi^ |)Q 0fH>of6 th9 adii|f>ni$io|if ^f i^a^^ and i^ofiee^jon, the (^df^ of yrp^ 
Ukl AtetQr other soiirpe of #ggr^on, i^ is the daty of evfiy su^ef^ and ftife^* 
Ur^sf^^fm ^hp ^e pliii^il in mj fi^^ of le^ ^it^ntyy^^coiduig to 0ie 
J>W jrf y^ fifMf$9 ^op^f»$ ^ r^t; l^.^hMJuhofe ir^j|^.#d^ei!So$o 
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the good order of society are oflen too ready to promote, and others, actuated hy a 
more laudable motive, too frequently encourage, contrary to their own intentions, 
who by their short sighted and mistaken notions of public policy, excite a spirit of 
animosity against the persons ^ho, in yarious occupations, are engaged in ministers 
ing to the necessity of their neighbours, but who can only be expected to become th- 
channeb for supplying the seyerpl artides of provision by th& iiaiiaL prospects of 
personal advantage, accompanied by the most perfect confidence in the security of 
their persons, and the protection of their property. I have, within a very short 
period, observed witli regret, that in a printed article contained in one o£ the news- 
papers of the County, which was in other respects very judiciously calculated to 
counteract the attempts to diffuse a mischievous spirit of disaffection, an incidental 
observation tending to throw upon the dealers in provisions the odium of a part of 
the scarcity which certainly exists to a very lamentable extent; but which it is ob- 
vious that those individuals had neither the motive to occasion or the means to 
prevent. Amidst all the clamours to wl^ich) ip times of real .scarcity, the porspos 
, to whom I allude, are peculiarly exposed, there is n9ne more usual than that which 
relates to their \i^thholding, at dn early period, the ordinary supply, and imputa- 
tions' are freqijently thtpwn out, of allowing the necessary articles of provisions to 
perish, in preference to brinmng them forward in proper time, in order to 
avert the gener^ distress. The best answer to these clamoors is, that the conduct 
« which is so imputed would manifestly be not less injurious to the individuals, than 
'prejudicial to the community'; and that a well-informed interest in the one, is the 
^best security against an unnecessary and 'unavoidable privation to the other ; anti 
whefhever there is a rfeal or cveii an apprehended deficiency f>f the usual abundande 
of supply, no course of proceeding can be more prejudidal, or mord calculated to 
aggravate the evil, than a preihature consumption of a larger proportion of the ex- 

• isrtitig stock than will permit^ continuaqtce of the same rate of consumption until 
♦the proper period for a renewed supply ; whereas, by commencing the reduced 
'Consumption, at a period sufficiently early,' and cautiously avoiding to exhaust the 
''gener^ fund, the restrictions, however painful and severe,' ancT Whatever may be 
'the distress ^nd incbhvenience attending them, will be slight and insignifiCimt, in 
'comparison to those which would result firom a disproportionate consumption in the 
. 'Begihhing, followed by an absolute privation in the end. ' It is impossible^ with iirxy 
" boieficial effect, to endervour to obviate the mischiefs arising from such a state of 
/ thihgs by a^iy public 'authority. 'Some little may be dorielby the prevention of 

* dis^iBation or other appHcatibns of the usual articles of food ; but the general course 
"^bf supply,* and its aoaptatioh to the exigences of the public,' can only with safely 
J" he committed to tKos^ who, in -administering to that supply, are allowed to eiercise 
'^ perfect freedbkn of judgment and opinion. If they ai^ erroneous, in their appre- 
^Iiensions of deficiency, the loss of keeping a larger proportion for a later period 

%an the exigences of that period will require, wiUbe personal to themselves i and 
♦'a -due attention id their owii interest is afi that is requisite to prevent their taking-* 
/ itfeH a course without a well-grounded opihibn of its necesaty. Any attempt to 
VfcAtite*' their condud^ upon the subject, may exhaust the present market, or may 
''«iiijpty the granary of its present stores^ l)ut will- efi&ctually shut out the medns of 
*-rfeIreting ms dirtress that will necessarily occur, when the ^tbooty twhiek j« ille« 
•jja^br linjusdy^ )^ oiice consumed. This observation, whieh is m itseflf 

' ieumcieirtly dbvioiu, recdved a strong continuation from a fact w^idi actually oe- 
' ^pomd widBi)' ft ^eiy recent pQnoi, In the year ISIS, the prioe of pol»toe» in 
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Mauchester market being thought impri^rly high,- th^re .wa3r8ome interfereno^pn* 
the part of the Oificers of the Police, which, however well intended, was certiunly 
illeeal, for tKe purpose of effecting a reduction of the prices : — for the day it was 
probablj attended with success, but the alarm which it excited was so considerable, 
that in the following week the n^arket was deserted by its usual attendants ; and in 
order tq prevent the return of so serious a mischief, it W^ found necessary to dis«, 
perse printed notices through a very great extent of country, giving the assurance 
to those who might be in possession of the commodity in question, that they should' 
be protected from all encroachments upon their own liberty and judgment in the 
disposition of it, " \ . 

Any importance which these observations may possess in respect to their ge- 
neral nature, without regEud to local circumstances, is very greatly augmented* 
when the subject of them is considered with relation to the particular circumstances 
of this immediate vicinity, as, from the great population which the progress of 
commerce and manufactures has accumulated in this County, and particiuarly la 
pne of the Hundreds mth which this Court is immediately connected, the supply 
of provisions which can be obtamed firom the immediate neighbourhood is very in- 
significant, in comparison to the necessary consumption ; and the only means of 
reCeying that deficiency is by the due encouragement of commercial activity, and 
this it is evident, can only exist where there is the fullest confidence of personal se- 
curity. I am aware that this course of observation would be idle and insignificant 
at a time when disafS^ction had ripened into riot, when the only immediate remedy' 
would be the appeal to civil and military force— -the only reparation, the punish* 
ment of the offenders ; but I am inclined to flatter myself with the idea, that it inay 
not be wholly immaterial in diminishing the operation of those feelings and prejii-' 
dices which, so far as they h^ve the tendency to excite a spirit of outrage and plun- 
d^r, arg equally injurious to the community, and destruictive t;o the individuals who,' 
ynder such impresbions, may be inclined to violate the tranquillity of ^ the public, to 
injure the persons or pro^rtie.s q/T individuals, ^nd to invade the protecting sane- 
lion of the hiw, 

Ikjany of the principles which I have ^Huded to upon the subject which fia^ 
l)een ahready mentioned, ijrill be equally applicable to the case of a suspension of the 

C:ustome4 demand fpr labour, either in agnculturis or manufactures. When a 
ge population has, for a considerable time, found thib' means of subsistence in a 
particular course of industry, and by any alteration of ciffciimstances, the di^ositiori 
tp exert that industry can be no longpr available, the situation of those who are 
deprived of their accu5t.omed me^s of subsistence is ^ matter of very deep and se- 
rious regret ; but it is, i;i such c^es, a n>isfortune which no prudence or policy can 
avert. Whej^ th^ preyjous demand has bepn occasioned by the exi^nces of a 
State of war, the pessatioi^ pf the war, however beneficial iq its general effects, must 
necessarily ;tem^nate this demand for that particular branch pf labour. When a 
• great jp^rt pf th^ demand has arisen from the wants of foreign countries, and those 
countries haye e;thpr acquired the means of supply within themselves, or the po- 
licy of their rulen? h^ interposed to check the importation of manufactures of a 
different country — when tfee articles of manufacture depend on the fluctuations of 
ilancy and ^hion, ^s has been particularly Uie case with many articles of the 
iBurmingham manu&cture — ^when the subject in question is a matter of luxuty and 
idcconunodation, which a state of general dep^ression induces many to dispense with, 
ijjr whpwit.^Qiid ojhpilfyise have Deem enjoyed, it is veiy manifest that the severrt 
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Kriini^es of iniiikry fdr wlii2h the ih3uceYnente fiavc Ceased, must, in all cases ma* 
teriallj suflfer, and in many instances be entirely Annihilated, and every eflfbrt should 
bejoadeto^eViate the misfortune of tiibge who are the^suffcrers by the all^rtftion. 
But it is equally manifest, fhiit in this, as in all other cases, Hie canse of the inis- 
fbrijune eannot be obviated, nor its effects be rendered less pr^iidicial, by a recourse 
to acts of riot and violence, fniich less can t!ie situation or the persons who arc 
Engaged in the opefttive parts of 'the maiiufecturc, be alleviated by indulging a 
spirit 'of riesentinent against those, by the assJfetahce of wfioSe capitals and tinder 
whdfte immediate superirifeiidance, the seVerd bi'AWdie^ of employtiient have been 
previously carried on. . Considering the amount of property which is u^UaHy em- 
^ai^^ in such undertaking, and the hope's which may fee Reasonably entertained 
of a favourable change, the employ eriJ have 'almost itivariAly the Stt*ong€$t mo- 
fives of interest to avoid the Buddett dischiirge of the persons with whom they are 
lioniectied; ahd'\vffl;for "that purpose; ehdeav^our,t6ctfnt!nu<^ thc^ttiploymfent, not 
only in clroiimstanW under which they hftve no hope^ bf deriving an immediate 
pront, but even under circumstances in Whidh evtry step which they tdke, is almost 
attended wi£h the certainty of loss ; but it ik obVious, that this s;^Stfem ioliust be cir- 
<juni8crib|dby,the inean9 df the individual, 'tod Aatno'ohe can beexpeeted to cf>nti- 
nuet&esamfice widi the evident prospeet ofriiiri. It is cqUiJly cteai*, that however 
strong the motives and 3isppsition for continuing such'eiihpfo^^ment rtiav be, the 
attempt to innuehcc the conduct <# the employers; by iuiy kind of iiitimidrftiofi, ten 
only, end in aggravating the evil which might otherwise havelieett alleviated, , I 
^ happy tib'state, tW from my owii personal opporturtitiefe of observation, the 
jnstioe of these reflecijlons, appe^ars to be generally felt in the town and neij^Kbbur- 
nood which forms the great centre of the manufacturing interest bf the County ; 
ind I hope that they are equally felt in the neighboiirhdod in which we are assiem- 
Kled, akhqugh I am aware jhat'spme insti|nces have existed bf ah oppofike fading, 
thal^has led to acts of violence, which, however, we^ sjpcedily r^pressied. TCb , 
partjct^r cases underwent, ai the laA Sessions, the exammAtto^ bf ^hose Vvho ffiled 
t^ important situatiojD in which you are at.pfeflentph|ced, and wijr form «i. part of 
the subjects of enquiry of the Coi|rt and Common jTiuy upon the present occasion. 
But it certainly seems to be generally feU W Unierstood, that an attempt to re- 
gulate the wages bf manufacturers so >as to 'prevent' any (employment for les&'than 
certain specified isums, so far as it cbuld operate ^t aff, would bnljf operate in the 
prevention of employment; and' that under circiimst&npes pf a reduced demand, • 
the question lis not between 4 higher i^teb and a lower, bi* be- 

tween a continuance bf emplpynient at reduced wages' arid a total deprivation of it» 
. . Nearly allied to the subject wjiich I have last 'di§cus«ed, is tlie paitial and 
|fe^^por^^y inconvenience which results fron? the disj^very and adoption of ma- 
chines, by wliich a ^tea eiSect can be gained by fhe appiicdtidn of a smatter 
Quantity of Ijibpur than was formerly requisi^ to accoiraplish it, ai^d ^hich, thete- 
fore, unless there is an adequate adfdition, to £he consumption arising from the 
coQip^rative trheapness with which the article pajn be syppljedi vill <jause a 4i^i"r 
nution in the niunW of the persons, who werie formierly empjbyeS. Jara p<^ 
jiware^ that any instance of it^is kuid is at present tjie subjept ^f aJtjBJitiPri, i» 
jprodjuctjye pf diaaatisfactjon to tjhe Habouring cltoseis of the comnjunjtk but 9S 
Kpeat^d ins^n^es have oocurn^, in tfie course of our n^prnpry, in Wh^ 
diasatisfactipn; has been the cause of veiyponi^idelrable tumults, some of theni in 6ttt 
own County and at no vely distant period, I have Aoiight Jt riot toJslJto occu^ . 
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a Ibw lAomenti in alkiditig to the subject. That tuch im|iroveixiettts h&ve, in the'rir 
general effect, been beneficial to the coramunitjry and have furnished employ* ' 
ment to a large additional population, is weH known to aH who are ac({iiaince^ 
with the County wliich we inhabit, and can trace tlie progress of mechanical 
Laaprovements with the eotrespondent progress of the population and industry of 
the Country ; and although the immrediate effect of such irt vcntidn will pro* 
bably be injurious to many already engaged in a particular course of employment* 
no clamour or dissatisfaction can permanently prevent the adoption of contri- ' 
vaoces by which a given efifect can be attained with a smaller application of 
labour and expence, and «ny attempt to check the progress 'of imprb^ementi 
even if sucoessfuf in a particular n^ghbourhood, can cmd Only in transfbrling 
the branch of manufecture* in which the impi'ovemeot in apphed, tp a distant ^ 
pi^ of the Country, where the new employnienjt that is introduced wiH be trailed 
by the persons who have no similar employment and adopted as a signal infitance 
of good fortune. Tliis course t)f ' proceeding was, I believe, strongly exemplified 
with rega*4 to the great improvements of Sir Richard Arkwright in the Cotton- 
jnanufactttre, the opposition to which, in this County, was the ibundatiottj of his 
great and extdni>ive establishment in Derbyshire. 

The subjects of dissatisfaction to which I have alrrady alluded, are cbmncctcd 
with the natural impulse of disappointment and distress leading, to scenes of tinnuk* 
which, although proceeding upon a mistaken notion of the means of ' alleviation 
and redress, must, as fer as possible, be repressed by the active ej^ertioas of cifil, 
abd, if necessary, of military force ; and must be checked by the terror of e\» 
^ple, in the regular administration of the law. But the ofR'nders, in such cases,- 
^vhiie they ^e repressed and punished, may be jtistly. commisserated, as having 
been actuated by the severe ^nd painful infliience o£ feeh'ngs, which however 
injudicioasfy and injuriously directed, are inseparably connected ^with our nature, 
tfnd in favour of which, such a distinction will at all. times bo made, as is consis- ' 
ffent with the imperious duties imposed upon those w!io aie cngoged in the ad* 
ministration of justice, for the purpose of maintaining the generjj security and 
and protection of the community. 

But aTery diBerent estimate must be made of the conduct of those whyj, 
apting under no immediate influence of temporary suflering or privation, unite ~ 
in d^berate and systematic schemes fpr the i efiauce and subversion of the Law ;• 
ftnd endeavour, unfortunately too often with success, to exercise, within the spliere' 
of their influence, a domineering tyranny more oppressive and extended than 
^y which is experienced under the most arbitrary system oF public government* 
Th» present occasion will not admit of roy entering nl large into the consi-v 
deration of those extensive combinations of persons employed iii dilfereaf 
Ibfanches o£ trade and manufacture, holding a general comnnmication, through - 
the means of delegates and committees, exercising an uncontrolled dominion o^'ter 
idl who are desiroiis of engaging in similar pufsuits; using the language of dicf- 
ttttibn to employers, in opposition to the regulai* relations of sid)ordirt^tion' be- 
tween mJEister and servant, and to which, in order tp avoid the effects of some 
immediate mischief, one employer after another ^ has been too frequently i,fiduced 
to Sttbmit ; the mutual iutercourse kept up between tlie iflfe^l as^cjotions «f 
l^rsons engaged in different trades perfectly unconnected with each Other, bat " 
^*tn^'With*6 cbnsmon' design to destroy the ju9t 'and natural* order of subordi* 
fifgcMi and the. e&ct of that &ir *«nd general competition of industry and ior - 
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oenui^ which are most j^ecufiady conducive to the commercial proBperity of tlie 
Country. To combinations of this description are to be attributed many of the 
most alarminff proceedings which^ witkio the period of a few years, have disgraced. , 
and injured the Country, and the outrages occasioned by which, in some of the - 
Midland Counties of .the Kingdom, have justly escited a general spirit of ^arm, 
which it has Jbeen found necessary to call in aid the imporU^t but burthensomei 
services of Watch and Ward, to prevent and repel ; a measure which has hitherto, 
I understand, been productive of .its desired effi^ct in preventing tl^e violent in* 
▼asions of property and. public tranquillit];, which had before existed to an almost 
incredible degree. With offences of this description the law can hold no coin» 
promise. They priginate in a spirijt of insubordination and rebellion, and when* . 
ev^r they can be fairly tj:accd to legal eonviction, can only be met with severo 
and exemplary punishment.* . 

Much of your time as I have already occupied, you have probabjy anti- 
cipated my intention of dwelling with greater particularity upon the alarming 
and mischievous attempts, of a nature more general and extended than any whicn 
I have yet alluded to, to expitc a spirit of commotion and disaffection, a contempt 
of legal and constitutional authority, a tyrannical dictation to the component 
parts of the Legislature, a general impatience and dissatisfaction among all classes 
•f the community 9 which every real friend of his Country is called upon, by the 
strongest motive of duty and interest^,4iccording to his opportunity and ability, 
to counteract. That the number of persons to whom .these observations apply,. 
is in itself considerable, that by th^r combination and malignity they may be 
formidable in their means. of mischief, .are 'truths sufficiently obvious ; but that in 
point of numbers they bear a very small proportion to the well affected and 
orderly members of the community, who witness their proceedings with feelings 
of disapprobation » and with that honest regard for the peace and happiness of 
the community which has ever distinguished the inhabitants of this Country, is. 
a truth which I trust is no less obyious and manifest ; and the state and cha-. 
racter of the times requires that all who are attached to the geuei^qd interests of 
peace and good order should expressively manifest that disposition, by their con-r. 
duct in supporting and maintaining the authority of the law, and evincing, by 
their positive declarations and assurances, their abhorrence of th? V^ry active 
attempts which are systematically m^ing to involve the Country in a scene of 
tumult and confusion ; and little regard can, I fear, be paid po foriQal exhortation^, 
to peaceable, conduct or disavow^^ of the intention to disturb the public tjranf . 
quillity, when the conduct which is pursued is so manifestly and decidedly of an 
opposite tendency, a topic to which, iii the course gf my present address, I s^aQ 
have occasion more particularly to refer> 

In the inflammatory publications that are dispersed with such unremitted indnsr 
try, the uninformed part^of the community are taught to aseribe privations and 
inconveniences manifestly' resulting from temporary causes, to the corruption an4 
tyranny of the government of the Country ; to suppose that by the abolition of 
some lucrative appointments, relief can be given to the sufferings arising from, 
the want of a demand for labour, and from ^ scarcity of provisions, resdting;^ 
from the occurrence of an .unfavourable season — ^that the revenues of the pre-, 
lates shovld be withdrawn, as levied from the distresses of the public — that war^ 

" . i ^ ' . ■ ■ ' ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■■! ■■ vm. 

* See Nou h . 



iby 



Google 



7.. 

Iiavc. been undertaken for purposes foreign to the interests of tie Country^ and 
which, if the wishes of the majoritj of the inhabitants had been fairly consulteHy 
might have been avoided without danger or difficulty— ^hat the payment of the 
interest of the debt which has been necessarily accumulated for the support of the 
wars in which we have been engaged, ms^ be withheld with honor/ with justice, 
and with advantage to the generaltody of the Kingdom — ^that political evils wiB 
be at once removed by abandoning the present system of representation in Par* 
liament, and substituting in its steitti, the untried system of universal suffrage, 
and that such an alteration is so manifestly due to the demands of those who set 
theinsebres lip as dictators, on behalf of tlie public, that if it is withheld to their 
petitions it may be asserted and obtained by the exertion of' their physical force, 
•or, in plainer terms, by a recourse to treason and rebellion -^and the equalization 
of property, which could only subsiA in a state o£ davage barbarity, and would, 
'if pbssuble to be attained, extinguish all industry and civilization, is a notion n» 
longer confined to the raving$ of the mad-house, but 'placarded and trumpeted 
forth in the public streets^ desseminated in pamphlets, impressed on medals, and 
in every possible way held forth to the attention of the disaffected, as a real and 
practicable expedient ' for the improvement ot their condition and the redress of 
their imputed grievances. 

In alluding to the clamours which are constantly maintained against those who 
derive a large income from' the public revenue, it is an evident truth, that the 
total abolition of the appointments complained of would not produce a relief 
which to the more indigent and laborious members of the community, would be 
' equal to the contributions that are now levied in the course of a single weekj in 
aid of the cause of clamour and sedition. 

To ^nter into a discussion, how far the power of remuneration of public 
services and public attachment, is necessary to support the due prerogative of 
the crown, or beneficial in calling forth the exertions of industry and talent of 
of many individuals, in hopes of that reward which a very few only can attain ; 
'to examine how far a system o£ economy for the future can be pursued with 
advantage to the community, or how far the carrying tlie principle of retrench- 
ment beyond its proper limits would be attciided with detriment and inconvenience, 
would not oiily trespassr too much updn the time devoted to other purposes, but 
'■ would require a degree of knowledge and information greater than I can pretend 
' to possess. The discussion of these topics in a proper place and in a proper 
' manner, may be of very considerable service and utility^ and beneficially engage 
' the attention of those who are most attached to the general wel£u*e ; but that any 
substantial benefit can result from the indiscriminate clamour which regards the 
continirance of appointments almost coeval with our monarchy itself; which have 
subsisted in at least an equal degree and proportion, as compared with the re- 
sources! and revenues of the country, in the periods of our greatest prosperity, 
as the cause of the existing depression j and from the diffusion of an opinion 
that the abohtioir of these appointments <ian restore vigoiir and activity to com- 
merce,' manufactures, or agriculture, Or obviate the effects of immediate scarcity, 
' IS a supposition which reason and experience equally contradict, 
* As the emoluments attached to two particular appointments^ are constantly 

brought forward as matter of charge against- the existing syistem of government, 
1 think it may not be irrelevant to advert to the circiimstance under which these 
appointmentt are held, 1 allude jta the cases of Lord*Ardea and Lord Camdeii» 
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of whom, as indivlduali, I have ii<^ any personal knowledga whatever.: Tl^ 
apjpointuient Wd by Lord Ardcn is that of Register of tlie Court of A hniraky, 
and the income aikes from fees payable upon the Proeeedings in that Court, which 
prpbably were orig^iJly no more than an adequate compensation for the. liity 
actually peiformed ( but with the increase of naval captures, mpre especially during 
tiie late hobtilities, they have ansen to a very gi:eatamQUOt« and. have, for a coi^- 
siderable time, been much more than sufficient to remunerate the actual service. 
The consequence was, that the apppintment became a jolatter of mere sinecui]e 
patron<ige, with respect to the principal^ the whole actual service beiagpcr£?rined 
by a deputy ; and as such tinecuref it was conferred upon Xiord Arden.when a meoe 
child, I believe by. his father, as first Lord of the Admiraltyi the right of con- 
ferring such an appointment being an official advantage attached to thufi sitv^tip^i^ 
There is also a rigiit to the office vested in some other person in, ireversion.a^r 
/the decease of the present holder. In consequence of its appeanng; upop 
investigation^ that the emoluments derived from this office were sp. extremely 
large, the Parliament thought it proper, in the year 18i0> to ma^te^a 
provision^ that upon the terminatioii of the existing interests* the duties 
should not be executed by deputy, and ihat two^thiid^ of the income should 
be placed to the account of the public, the remainder being coiffiidered 
as a proper con^nsation &r the services to be performed* Upon principles 
which I sh;dl have an opportunity of stating presently, it was not thought coi|* 
sistent with propriety to interfere with ^he rights akeady vested in piuticukr 
iudividuals, by Uie existing law. By a subsequent act, the officer in quesuoa 
is prevented from deriving any large emolument by the use of money in h^s 
hands, it being provkled, that when thesnm in hand ahaU exceed £10^00, tl^e 
surplus shall be paid into the bank for the benefit of the captors* . 

The appointment of Lord Camden, as one of the Tellers of the Exclnequeri 
was also oonierred upon him. when very yo«mg, as a remuneration &)t the i^nri/ces 
of his father^ wlio was a most distinguished and popular friend to the cruise of 
liberty; and who^ upon being app<Nated Lord Chancellory received a pron^i^ 
of the office of Teller, as had beea the case with several ^ ^ predecessots. 
llie Tellerships of* the Exchequer are very atieient offices, and the. emoluinen^ 
attached to them, depending upon the amoMOt of money pasising through the 
Exchequer /in time of war, amounted to a very large sum. ^put tl|e year 
1780, some efhcient steps began to be taken towards the reformatioa of ct%^ 
of this description ; sind in the year 1783, ^ income attaohed to the office of 
Teller was settled at an annual sum oi 4^2,400, with a reservation of the rigbjta 
of those who had then an interest in the i|)pointnMmt, of whom Lord Can^ien 
IS the last survivor, and with wfaoee death Uie high income which is the ^d>ject 
. of so much cp^plabt, will terminate. The principles v^n which* in et^ting 
a reduction for the future, ^he Legislature forbore from i«ifiin|^g the rights abeadj 
in existence, are stated by the distinguiifaed Senator who imdertook the task 
of reformation, in language which I now propose to read to you» and for the^ 
sake of which I have thought it desirable to offer the peceding statemefit. 

<< There is.a great deal of uneasiness among the people upon an artide 
which I must dass under the head of jpensioaer^ ; I mean, the great patent offices 
kk the Excheouer ; they are, in reaUty and substance, no o3|er ihm pedj^ions, 
jmd isi DO other sense shs^ I oonsidier them* They are smcjimsp, they ap^ 
mlw^iys executed by dep^ly, ^e duty of the principal is as nptbing i they dififer» 
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Ifowever, from the pennons 0n>6ie list in some pdrtlduHifs ; they are heldfhr M. 
B think, with the public, that the profits of thoie places are grown enoqpnotis; 
the magnitude of those profits, and tlie nature of them, both caM for reforma- 
tion ; the nature of their profits, which grow out of the puHlic distresses, is itSdf 
invidious and grievous, but I fear that reform cannot be immediate ; I find my-- 
self under a restriction. These places and others of the same kind, which are 
held for lift, have been considered as property ; they have been given as a pro- 
vision for children ; they have been the subject of family settlements ; they have 
been the security of creditors ; \rtiat the law respectff shaB be sacred' to me ; • 
if the barriers of law shouM be broken down, upon ideas of convenience, even 
of pibiic convenience, we shall have no longer any thing certain among us j'if * 
th^ discretion of p^er is once let loose upon property, we can be at no loss * 
to determine whose power and what discretion it is that will prevml at last ; it ' 
wonld hti wise to attend upon the order of things, and not to attempt to bot-rutl , 
thf^ rioir but smooth and even course of nature. The mere time, of the refoitn- 
is by no' means worth the sacrifice of a principle of law; individuals pass lik^ . 
shndows, but the' commonwealth is fisced and stable : the diArence therefbre of ' 
to-day and to-morrow, which to private people is immense, to the state iff no-^' 
thing? At any rale, it is better, if possible, to reconcile oar economy witH our* 
laws thto to set them at variance, a quarrel which in the end iavst be destnictive" 
to both.*^ * ' 

8tich were the views and such was the language of onfe of the a1^^ and most 
efi%btened statesmen who ever turned his attention to the promotfon of the 
real interest of this Country ; whose writings will in att ages b^' ire^ort^d t6 aS," 
ceyntairnng the most usefiil lessons of ' poKticm wisdom ; who in aB.hJp endeavdurt 
to ameliorate the condition of public affelrs for the future, hi^ldliimsetf bound, 
by a strict regard to those principles of justice in 'finvour of tHe exi:sting rights ' 
of* individuab, which, if once violated, can be no longer regarded afe sacred, and 
upon the due support and maintenance of which afl that is most important in 
society materially depends. The comprehensive mind of this illustrious perspn em- 
braeed aft the consequences and relations of the subject to which he devoted his-' 
lOtoenlson, and hia efSyrts for the correction of ^ul^C abuses wfere always directed'" 
ti'the attaining a practicable end by practicable means. Vciry dMferent indeed 
isrtyk fipom the view which can be taken of the conduct of those who are now 
setting themselves np as leaders in the cause of national "reflitm*, and the ch^-' 
nfcter of' whose* proceedings is to rifl and clamour, tio subvert and destroy. 

I shall • not detain yod at length' with * alludi>g to the atthckJs that 'arc madd" 
apon the revenues of the prelacy, which; in the^generol arddiir, to assail estab\iihed"' 
inttfefttions, seeto to be regarded as a plun4er of the piMc, and of wWch th^se 
wh^ n^ay be wiffing to attend to the inflammatory pfodiifcfioaUf" of the*, prcfiss/ ai^ 
infvfted' to demand the restitution. I' suppose it cinnot bfe c^tend6l> that iP'thb^ 
pd^sstbnsj which were appropriate^,' many centuries ago, to' the support ofnh^^i 
d^terie* df the church, hadbeen granted out to individtiah,' the conit&aili^ is^t' 
la(rge would bie at present deriving any benefit from thfe dSFerehfee. ^ 

TWs-piftjperty, as being. attached to the dignides of the cWcKi fiatns sa, 
ol^eet of competition which any individual, admitted into tlMfdcj^cal order, tsoy' 
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hate a dianoe, akfam^h iew can, bay^ the fiNPtont, of attunug. Enrtlie Ugfa- 
situations which are apprppriated to some membera of the order, confer a lustre 
and dignity upon the order itself; and the instances are Teiy numerous in which 
jpersons^ without an^ reference to fiunily connections, have been advanced to the 
, most important stations in the churcii, as a reward for their piety and learning. 
When the wars in which we have lately been engaged, are represented as re- 
sulting from a defective systen^ of representation! and as Imving unnecessarily md 
wantonly involved the Country in a state of distress, it may not be immaterial to 
recal the ctfcumstances under which those wars originated and were carried on. 

The war which immediately succeeded the rtench Revolution was one, the 
proprie^ and necessity of which excited a considerable diffi^rence of <^nion, » 
Imd my own impressions at that time, so ifar as I was capable of forming an 
opinion upon the autject, were, that it mi^ have been safely and poperfy 
aymded ; but from all the observations which I had an opportunity of aoakkig, 
I tm perfectly satisfied that it was a measure wliich accorded with the opinions 
and wishes of the great majority of the Country, and many of those wl^ had 
been previously opposed to the persons then entrusted with the a^nagcment of 
ppUic affairs, struck with alarm at the horrors which took place in ar«other 
Country, and the spirit of anarchy which it was attempted to introduce into this, 
became, upon that occasion, the supporters of Government, under a strong con- 
▼iction of such support bang necessary to the preservation of the eountiy. 
From subsequent eventsnt is very doubtful whether that war, if delayed, codd 
have been uhimately avoided, and certain it is, that the enemy with whom we 
were en^iged, evinced a total disregard of all those principles of abstaining from ^ 
the violation of neutral rights and property, which had previously been consider^ 
as sacred,; and the Countries which endeavoured to abstain from engaging in the 
hositilities were, no less than others exposed to violence and plunder. After a 
period of about eight years the experiment was made of entering into a pacifica# , 
tipn with the pereon who had then acquired the absolute dominion over the French 
Nation, but the experiment was found to be totally unsuccessful in its result ; and 
the wh(^e d the conduct of that person indicated a spirit of enmity to this Coun* 
tjy which rendered the renewal of hostilities absolutely necessary, as was ahnost 
univefsally felt and acknowledged by all the members of the commonitjr, iaduding 
those whose sentiments had been most un&vourable to engaging in the preeediag 
' tvar. Amongst other instances confirmatoi^ of this observation, I may mention, 
that br. Curne, of Liverpool, one of the ablest writers against the expediency ^ 
of the first war, was the author of an address in that town, assuring the soveieign 
of eo-operation and support in the prosecution of the second. 

The general events and progress of that war, and the line of conduct pur« . 
sued in order to gratify the ambition of our domineering enemy, are firesh in the 
memories of us ah. Every part of Europe, with the exceptbn of this island, . 
presented a scene of horror and bloodshed ; a total disregard was paid to the , 
aacred righta of neutrality ; and friendship and allialice ciSf invited to the aaost ' 
unboDHded tyranny. The conquest and inrasion of tlus Country were the. 
fiivourite -objects of his pursuit^ as completing the scheme of universal doaonnion. 
During this arduoiu period, while all other countries were by turns exposed tn 
the excesses and ravages of war. Great Britain abne, firmly supporting and 
m aimiuiUBg her independence, vras sidifect only to its iHconveiuences ; and by 
Jber persevenmoe finally iadiieed the lest of E«rope to join and triumph in the 
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common cause. It is nnneetaattey kr mt to rectH to ^ur fecdDectidn the general 
fecHngs of extiltntion which were excited at the clo«nf&ll of the great enemy of 
ttvilizcd socilitr, Or the common akirm which ensued upon his returning fieam 
the exile to which he had been condenmed, Mid reai^umiflg the reins of govern- 
inent. The intelEgence arrived during the penod of a eonsiderabie commotioh 
in the metropofis, in consequcace of the measures which wer6 then under the 
consideration' of Pariiament resjpieetito^ tha importation <^ grain, l>ut the attend 
iioii of evei7 person became immedtaleljr dbsor^od in one conunon object, and 
every Nation of 'Europe, tattght by past experience, united in oiFie opposition to 
the cofldinon danger, bntii the gi^at and memorabte, but long donbfcfisl condrct 
of Waterloo, terminated tke ' imp6rtant contests With a= recolkction of these 
errcunistances, and of the 'h^ pre^'^mi&ence which our Country has mainuincd 
dttnng the awful period that 1 4ia^d!tided to, ' with the feelings of e\uhiitidh 
which we have witnessed, in. the repeated trinmplis of our fleets arid armies^ 
when every EnglishniaA has con^eted litmself i» some degree parttcipisiting in 
the ^ones of a N^lsoit and a Wdttingfon, w& surely cannot allow ourselvefii to be 
misled by the attempts which ate made to eicefte an in^prtttston that the Country 
had only to dect between a "secure enjoyment of the blessings of tranquliSty and 
})eace, and the wantonly plKUiging into a state of > unprovoked and calabiitous 
liostility ; or regard the existence of those warsj however nmch to be regretted 
in some of their 'consetjuences, as indicating a ^oirupt insensibilify in the Govern^ 
»ent,to^4he wishes aod.interesis of the eoolitliittilf* '' r 

To maintain the superiority of the CountiTV ii* the coaf^ in which we 
have been engaged, it^was evidendy necessary that a very great expence shouM 
be, incilrred, and the suppHes to meet 'tliat exponcfe were cdncittuaHv advanced, 
upon the aesurance of feo»vkig tbe aanual samft which wc^ s^j()ulated as a 
compensation, the good fiotk and 'Credit of the C<Hikitry being redded as an 
ample and Adequate secuHty. Upon that as0untnce> perspn^ of all rahk^i anH 
conditions) and of every gradibdnof foitune, have confidently acted/andlTi^ 
properties of the widow and the orphan havo'been infested in the national ^nds, 
as a sife fuid -inviohiUo asylum. But it is an as^iilm which tlr;o8e'^ho«are no^ 
endeavouring, to agkale die pakfie'ttiind, wish to be considered as no ^ger isacred. 
Let it, however, be remembsredy that when once the ooiilidente, which is now 
reposed, shatt ba withheld, the greis tesoorces^of the eoantry, upon any future 
exigeoGf y is no noie to lie dapeoded apoa* But I ttiist t^^at ^be feelings of tiie 
Natton will never be daced tft'i^iposition to* its justice.^ Two instapces occur» 
<mo m tkit mga of Henry Yill. «nd an<^er ;in Hhe rei^n d' Charles, of the 
ilagraai t^alatioaa of good' fiuth, lowttids thepobfic ci*editof, bat these have 
always baen jastiy m&md to as amoii^t the most tyraitiBical and proiigale 
evcMs in the agnail of 4he GoiMt^«' 

For litf the avtfe of Qov^tmmn^fc» ^l.the fiiaiamides of the teiuntry, we 
are preaentad with the evy of » Rtibtni m ParHament, as a ready atod' infallible 
remedy ; and whila wi admit that an alteration in the system of representation 
has been* dflssa dmhred by maa^ enlightened friends aaid sincere web>^\^ishers of 
the GomHStyf it iaimposiible not «o bave observed^ that the call for a reform has 
been the common watch-word of sedition and disafifectioa*.. About six and 
..thirty years ago tbe attemtioii of the Country. bf|^ to be very extensively directed 
to w subject, and the number of persons respectable for their character and 
lititttiony who at that time were desirous oif effecting a change in the system Qf 
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{T^menuUim w«» v^ e^oMdePfible,. and *)y^hs^ there arc mtiy. wha atitt 
cntertaia the «^me opiaioiis with.tbe pawst.vd most hoiwurable motives j but I 
^jipprehend tb^t thp oumUer and proportioii or wich fjcrsqpa is v«rv considerablj 
diiniuishcd.* Thi« perhapa *a8 partiy arisen. from obawrlng ibe gwt and fan- 
.damental difiesawcea of vpw^ wbichare fbimd to> eaUtrtaiMci amongst >Uose 
4ypeing in the pr^opri^ty ,of the ^eaeral ]i>oasui«» as;^o tb^ particular ropgns and 
pnnc4p]eSy accordiqg to which ii^ ought 4a be carrie4 ii«o effect,, partly from 
pbsenring the ^mra} acooriwEice << wtar^t which axisij between those who 
jhave the ei^aclw^i^t <rf. the hiws^.and thosa who .nre.siibiect to their operation ; 
laod ^pfutly from contemplating the practical effecta ^ a more f^q^al system of 
xepccspntation, which^ ^nng the. pisdod in which rf|e suyect has eiigpiged tbe 
attenti^ of the|?nUic,hBS,been wastituted in Apf!ri«|, being, a new Qoyernroeot^ 
jb which th^r^ were no eualing establishineoMl.tQ interfepr^ with the adpption .of 
any new system that, might appear to ji)e founded ^pon 4e»«stsahaaiy principles, 
'«nd in which i|; ha> i¥Wt b»en fisMUid tfi^ = th^» has bee^^gpeater atteqti(|n tp.the 
x;eneral welfaie,.agr«vMwc purify ia the ,adminig!r9^tt of justiqp, or agr^r 
Seedom fr^m tbeinfluewue of pwala ii^cwsH, in tbe .condu^ .^f pnblk: a&»s» 
than is eiyperi^uped wider Ae e9^i«iag s^rstem of <io¥C|m^ettt. at home. 

It would fc|e ce^idy.ffneiga to thp dntes of thb .pkuso, t^catey into f 
minute discussion .<rf: ^fije^wfices of .ojwi^, feifly and bon^y e«tefltained and 
professed in a.mam»r «9Piist««t ^thrpnWic traiK|*llity.t ^^ discuesion of ^uf* 
aaubject, with perfcafrcedoo*>'is.»otrn»ly.*JOTi^hWh«t.depiia^ But when 
wild and extravagant plam fer altering |he ^taWiahwi Gownment, of th» Cfuntry, 
ore held up to pubUc a|U»tion aa. matter ot atoohtto right, iwbieh, if a# obtawed 
by remonstrapoei may ha extorted by fotee i and »hen threats of Yio)f#ce» a<»d 
cncoiiaigement to the tesistaim of estwlMied authority^ arcnotonoiUly. h^ 
forth, it is the righC and diitjl of thowi.wfco 'mi i<mited.with|»Alio S iip aM ^W ^j 
to oppose themseWes to ^e «M«mpts irfikb.an5 tnakingc to .disUiiib thei^siKm^ 
jfcmiiy ^ the Couitry; fw if the cry of .ha^oe shatt-ow* be pMPmt^|p.i§^ 
forO), i^wiUisemain pijiy to. mask out thft^ vjeMW <rf ppS(M0Pr<>C^I«l9«di«,^0ti«f 
plimder^^nd Aomn» bowen^r ehiatedi ot. howler .hwhW, caa-e^ .l*^,«^ 
iideiK^ and q^ain/ty wMeh ia^only tobeimiaHMiid h^^gfu^nmg aa.absftoe 
^bordination to tljis aitfhofiiby of . the tow. ! .. . * r 'iL 

I am ^P^ ignaraat* tfcat* in «wwp«ai»g «ie<rtpgl fet the w »mmn% 4^.»^ 
obj^pts ppqfipssc^by *«» wl*osa4aondiia.i» afciMWiaBt^o sii^ of ^hsoCT^Hm, 
there is a general exhortation to pe a p e able demeanoMr* . ,• . « .^v. . 

But when I mark the ^mpet waichaaaclBr #f tte ft«saed«}ga i*»* bw 

,,l^n place^ M of. the wfitif^ «iieh havoi^bflBil.*ss€ininated,i<ja««^i.tat 

.jE^cognize th^ attempi to iaeidpaio a apiiit oftdre«at«M« ^o^tber aothoo^ m mP 

law. In the speeches reported V> haye been amda. bywfJeff#s. peQidia#':MMN^ 

.i» meetii^ for the s^dmssof mw^ gnmaettr 1 :4lid.^t4ta«ed. thUt i^ resort 

, to phjfica^/orpe sjbould be awida^ if .ihoiahfert tan otharwibe. b^aten^^ 

intimating the nn^ietyof russorUng.-AO anah 'ibfcp«fc-'ili' tbo of|iisita. ^ciativ^; 

jai^ the distnrban^ wU«h aeeompaaied^iboUMigofiaiflaeMitaiaMia^s^^t^ 

metr^lis^.We be^ <only r^jM^d bjr aoM rf ibe iWai'«nliraipidmi*Mi rf Ibat 

meetingf. as i)eing)pr&Q(UitMre» :. •-' • * -^ ^ 

' " ■ ' ' ' • S^e J^ot€ 2, f See aW 5. ^ ' - / • ^ 
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are dot ^satisfied withithe frae es|irteioo of ihrir «vn d^hiioris, but enAmmmt .to 
control the freedom of others in acting upon an opposite opinioR, Aod, in piar- 
.(icuhir, tiike upon ihemselvea to cel>»ut« tiie itieiiidlm^'ol' (puWcoffraers^ ^ho, in 
the fair exercise of thar.judgment^ tlecjine wn^cni^ moetiagt, 'w^h tiife^ 
.We reason to tU^kf niagi be .ef ii^ndoin tcmlencf, and the «^ng o£ wfaieh 
forms no.paiit of t)ieirk|fiil duty; and /the t^ntrai drsmiliniaiani isHevrn fajrtbe 
igreat majori^j . of th^ee wlio hwre may firo()orty tei preserve te take ipmtt in .pro- 
AOtiag the 6ijp*n% of disaiiection, is branded 'at $pH\iy to cHcnriDSerestt, and m- 
di£&cence to their welfare . and their iiuty. Atid ii^ fh/tnd^sMs ^fetf yerafl y 
circ^lated9 it has been hekl f^rth, l:hat »be ctdb tif. ^tmgftt arei^o I|ii6k»ftil, thtft 
jan united baad, iioteed in a fiomtn#o toau^e, Irom fiaab'to ^ftieifc^iand .from Nortli 
to SoMth, will be ready to avenge ilhe'clelli.y of umewtanf^ «to their . claims aald 
ihreatep ruin to thoee iMho refo»e t^^^gUge nt iheir^cMMeaaey.*' . 

'[^In eadeaToitrin^to propagnto tb^ i4e9 nf « egfmttthar laJl/ we eii the aaierted 
ra^hls, to what is caUed a Refenn*Hi Parlitai^t* md the m&trMng. of. the ex- 
isting distresses q£ the rp^or^ no smell -^pakm bate been Jsakeh So exsite a spirit 
of difisatis^nction and danMor, with Itegaind to tbe real snd jpnaetlesdin^sM wbaeh 
liave been resorted to &r the' aikviation of tlmseidistress^ 

The aid of. charity is repipeseaiScdi as an insula wliieh. thoeo'to w^om it it 
^oKeied ajpe taught to spora with indigoasioQ ; feund vWe; -in geiiendy tfae.rebef 
which has bee» ojO^d-lna, li^a ancefited in a mamiep wMth'indicates « ptiifkr 
SftBse of Qb%ataoiv tlie fctjeetwg that ngawt jslir im t4»Baidaaib^ tosfn in tins 
;Caiil)ty»iias)ieeiii bfeconedibitftiin the metnspobs asam^act of-^oHdled patMtii^» 
in lengu^ ^i^kieh, wiibh whatever uMBBUian.!it mm iiacidy. ie» itt its eendeaef^ mof t 
i|];^ous,(ias kadfaag to the iafereaee^haa thejpet^sofcn^il^ wijaatmid oppressive 
ia the pneseMt distnlnttM W pe^perty^ aodf. that tan n^ufdisatisft ofpropeefy 
^m<md follow ifom an% aqmlsepmniitatian* l^faaye laken 'an sffxmuBtSy m£ Ibk- 
^uirieg ft^oift -persons of iivtniligeoce^ as to .the facte whidt'tfesre^afltnied fby^^tnA 
\ such .liou*QpJ)ant..«auU»ti6n^. rand loimd tiiat. the^town- &£ W^pa has heeoy in 
^neral, particularly distingoished by its loyally ; that within a vtry recent .peinttd 
. tJieuP^vMiw -evflefftng tender the eonunon pmatimifi of the timas^ hate fiktened 
..4Po f«(»dily;to .th^ afttempta^whidl^ jiad.beeDr made I0j«acile aneii||^ ftham aapsnt 
ym£ dissmij^tjon, mi that sb^j, Wi cejected the aid NrUck mute oHbed, -and Itet 
.»very MMnerous;fipirtits wen^ ^oti^iQi pbioder tiw.myAceot ieiflanof J^atatoea md 
. other articles of food. /-.■..,.. <.*•,• . . i. >•' .■ 

I;aml iiipf)ry4v> i9Mr'm 9.^tatt^ the eosmnimieatiem thnt^ivei^r shert ak- 
, ffAsme. mfA eiifiicieiiMQtiioiiiiincasthiBaaisf tbe ibUy. oftii^.ooadnck wfaiefa iMey 
\<wese. ekcNted to puiwwi ^iattfae^eaii».|]f .oamswitioii mvaoloi^r eniMed;to 
^^.tbt paee of. tha^«lhabilM■u of. Wigim^ as giving.. sMppattttotheir tdoetnocb, 
riimd'thnli the-c«alfibMMm'jaf*<the teose4^eiitifi^of<tfalit itoiiM^iibr^ idief 
ifofdkomimhi^ wer«tn\a btale of ^ifttnsss^Jwipe-WBSjal; .leii|^. reeeived with Mm 
*isanie .proper fadn^ whmh^liava bf^aa^gcaftaUy |iiy&«aiciit.injo(bkc^tphicea.)] 

. in she pqwa timla,..jitflaii/ iatshis 'Com^|^tfaHi^> which l» held npi to Jte testali i m 

. lat §ijB$a»id .ifd6ma^tfms»aff^mili^^ is^pswisdy tHat Coi i s ti t mi on 

which has» for so maij^ itges,. been the boast o£, Britons a|ai;thte'!cnigr of tiie 

•'See k6ie^\ •■'*''' 
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.wotUl The CiiMliiufiiia wider vtveh thie Conattr Im aaiotaioed to higii a 
p ^e^cmi B ce o e io the icde <^ Nauam, and hm enjojed the matt exieudcd 
prosperuyl 

The aolioii d wvcml lofiage, which is deioied asa aatund and uoaBeoa* 
ble right, is one for which theie is so foandatiofi in bistocj or experience, bot 
is bonded npoa theoriei, which hive heen tfaeia«eltes dednoed from the Con- 
-ttiditioo of the Cooainr, as il actodlf exists. The change fronr aimittl to 
Moniel aadscptcanial FarhaBMOtSy is vqircseassd as iajastiee, and an innoTatioa 
as if (previoot to die existence of tiiennisi Pariiaraeaa) annual dectioas had been 
the haown^ astabishadt uaifona usafleof the Cooatij; whereas, it is aotanoos, 
that the ^^rfisTTf It woa eoBTeaed and dissolved entirely at the will of the 
Crown, and that darii^ thn leiga of Charies II* a single Parliament coutinoed 
Isr the space of st f taiam yeaia. A few sessions only intervened between this 
Paifiament and the passing the trininial Act, which onlr continued lor a peri^ 
af.henreen tnai/ aad thstty yeaw t at the cad of which, the present srstem ot' 
aeptenniai Pariismrnti was estaWishfid, The onitinuance of a PaHiament during 
the life of the Kia^, unless dissolsed, subsisted in Ircbnd until after the com- 
ncoceamt of the pfeseat tciga. Under this Constitution a greater degree of 
comfeft and pnMperitj has been enjoyed^ and a greater regard been paid to the 
rights^ se c aritr and prateetioa' of ail classes of sode^, tium under anj other 
iaihe.worid; and, notwidMaading the exiatii^ period of temponiy depression, 
I bcheee no other Nation ever made the same advances in general pro^rity, 
as^evan dating the peiiad af the Ime arduous coaiiets, have been made in this 
Cnntrji, in itaaaaiarce, nMunfeetuies, and agrionknee ; of which the augmented 



is a dear aad ia^spolaUe evidenoe For an example of the pragrem 
the hat ^e and twenty years, no piaoe can be leferied 



dariijg 1 

p rn p iic ty, than the few aeiaa iaauadiately adjoinmg the spdt 
trhoa we me now asanahied ; aad winch, within that time, have been covered 

of amnufecture, that have given employment to 
and respectabfts hahitatinns which aarMNind 




. . bis this C^fstiturian which has been so nmeh the objaet of tavf end .adn^- 
ni^poa,ani nodtr which sach extensive proifieiity has. been enjoyed, dmt the 

.pdbhc are tnld thnt it is their datv and» inteiest to ovaftnm. That any efibrts 
.mhichamy bexMdefer aocompliuiing that porpase, by not and vioksaee, will 
be attended vrith success, is a result of which 1 am in no rsspeet a pp r phcas rva ; | 

imck is a dbtfy irhach we aU owe to society, ur prevent as mach as possible, | 

Ttlii peace of' thaCooatiy being disturbed fay tlm attem p ts which are made to 

''tawaie the pabfic seeahiy, aad to in^Mcm upon those who may be in dauMr of 
bsing misfed or influeaccd by such ataonpts, the atter impossibiiiqr of ptoSma^ 

iwBf aaieliofatina of their ooldditioB, by acm of violence and oatiage ; mid to call 

' dieir at te aAoa to the on^ c nas e q neaees that can lesalt feon the conduct whidi 
. they aae instigated to pennc^ in raisi to those who amy beoome the objeeia of 

-their veagaaace, to their nneftnding aaighboars |he barthen ef a heavy tax to -^ 
•oemipcnaate the mifchielB which may be ^kaa, tp themsdves imprisomaent, ba« 

•abhaieat aad death. 

In adverting to die provisions which the law has made, for the prote^tt^ft ' 
of the public agaioit thedangen ef seditious violencoi I thini^ it proper to men* 
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tioil An ilci passed iii the 39*1! fiDd 4K>th years «f the present reign, which pro- 
vides that anv society, ii tlie names of the jnember^, or any of them, shall be 
kepts secret from the society at large, pr whiqii »hall have any committee or 
•elect body so cliosen or appoiated, tliat the members constituting the same shall 
not belmo^ra by tlie society at large to be such meqpbers, or which sbail hajve 
any president, treasurer, secreUry, delegate, or other olBcer. so appointed, that 
•6ch af^ntroent shall not be made known to the society at krge ; where the 
names of all the members shall not be entered in a book, to be open to the 
inspection of all tlie members of the society ; and every society comprised of dif- 
ferent divisions, or difierent parU acting separately from each other, or &f which 
any part shall have a separate and distinct president, secretary, treasurer, delegate, 
or other ofBcetrs, appointed by or for such part, shall be deemed unlawful com- 
binations and confederacies ; and the members of such societies are liable to a fine ot\ 
£20f or three months' imprisonment, upon a summaty conviction before a justice 
of peace ; or to be prosecuted by indictment, opon which the party is liiible to 
transportation, or to impnsooment for a term not exceeding two years. 

By the ancient kiw of the huid» all persons engaging, by armed confede- 
racies, to pfirsue the general redress of grievances, are considered as levying war 
a^nst the King ; and by an Act of the S6th year t^ the present reign, all persons 
inventing, devising, or intending to levy war against the King, or in order to put 
any force or restraint upon, or to intimidate or overawe both or either House oH 
Parliament, expressed by publishing any printing or writing, or by any event, 
act, or deedf is also made an Act of High Treason, and punishable accordingly. 

How far any of these remarks may be necessary, by the actual state of 
this part of the Country, I am not prepared sufiicienUy to judge. At the last 
session, at this place, I was sorry to observe, upon twp trials, upon subjects 
unconqeeted with any political feeling, that in some parts of the division, ttiere 
was a strong spirit of resistance to the regular authority of the laws. In the 
one case, a constabW was attacked by a tumultuous mob, upon some provocation 
gav«n by his general activity, in the prosecution of ofl&ndcrs, guilty of an offence, 
which, in tliat part of the Country, appears to be very prevalent. In that case^ 
the facts appeared to the Court to be strongly proved, but the jury, not being 
satisfied with the evidence, fts a£^cting the defendants, pronounced a verdict of 
acquittal In the otlier, an entire neighbourhood appeared to have made a 
comaon cause in resisting a constable, in the execution of a lawful warrant ; 
and a verdict of conviction having been pronounced, upon perfectly clear and 
indisputable evidence, the Court thought it necessary to pronounce a punishment 
of considerable severity, in order to convince those who might be disposed to ^ 
engage in such outragefs, of their determination, to protect from violence, the 
very important olHcers engaged in the immediate execution of the laws ; and I 
think it necessary that it should be generally known that all persons are bound 
to assist a constable, when so required, in the regular execution of his duty. 

In respect of the exigency of the present time, I am not aware of any 
measure that can be more salutary, than for those who are inclined to co-operate 
in the maintenance of general tranqttilllty^ to take npon themselves the character 
of special constables, as ffy^^g A proof of their readiness to assist the legal 
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authorities of the CdimCrf, m any oases io which it may be tmfortanatefy neces* 
sary to hav6 rtooa^se. to suoh asaistance** 

I have not,, in tbi> address, been nihtigated by any wish to excite a spirit' 
of alarm I am fWUy sensible of the genertd spirit of loyalty and good sense 
which pervades the several classes of die community, but being afeo satisfied, 
that there arp persons yeiy active in their endeaTours to excite tumult and dis- 
aftection, I thiftk it very important to suggest the propriety of* vigilance and^ 
caution, aacordmg td the circumstances which the stale of vour several n«igh»' 
bourhoods may respectively require. Although I am aware that I may have 
trespassed upon your patience, in thus detaining you from the discharge of the 
regular and important Aities which are before you, the observations w^ch I- 
have submitted to your attention, will have been made in vain, if in any part 
of this populous «nd- extensive district, they shall have an influence in faafSing 
the attempts of artifice and sodkidn — in dispelling the mists of popular delusion — : 
in restoring hoiifest indostty to its accustomed channel— in' supporting, whole 
and unimpaired, th^ sanctions atid authority of the la vr. 

• A t tha tla^iof, dslivaring t^ Cbtrgt , I «»• not aira«* of the CircuVu l^m Um'- 
the Secratar^f.of »S;a-«* rscomiModioi^ tbe,a|p9iiUiii«iit gf S|iecUl CouialAsst 
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BOU 1. 

C^ Some of the following Notei baving been sent dnee tlieprinting the p«|Haget to which the; refti^ 
the marks of reference in the Text are inapplicable. 

*2 Thej originste in t spirit of insubordioatioo and rebellion, and wbeneTer they can be 
** fAirly traced to legal conviction, can only be met with severe, and ezempUrj 
•* ^umshia9nt,'^^{See page 6 of the Charge.)* 

• Upon the hearing of an Appeal, at SaUbrd January Sessions, 1816, against a Con? Iction of several 'Calice 
Printers, who were Delegates of the general body of that trade, for a combination, it appeared that in turning 
out against their masters, they were supported by contributions from general associations of workmen 
of almost every other trade j and, a letter from I^ondoo, from a person who seemed to be a general a^ent fcv 
|be purpose, seised with other papers, stated the amount of the contributions from almost every diffierent 
trade in the Metropolis, amoRgst others, inusical instrument-makers, brush.makers, bcllows-makers. shoe- 
makers. East— ^o. West, necessarily shewing a general combination throughout the kingdom, of servants te 
controul their employers. It is notorious that a master calico-printer in most parts of Lancashire can exercise 
po choice, with respect to the particular persons whom he will engage as his servants, but must accept the 
2)ersons imposed upon him by the committee of «b illegal associ^^tion, under the penalty of beiog left entirely 
destitute of workmen. 

The regulations of hatters, small, ware weavers and other trades, have appeared in print, and are of the 
jaoat tyrannical and arbitrary character, an^are well known to be enforced with the most rigid severity. Societies 
jsre formed of persons carrying on the same business, ostenubly for the laudable purpose of relieving the mem^ 
tiers in time of sickness, but in reality for the maintenance of illegal combinations, from the funds of which a 
supply is obtamed for the most illegal purposes. On the 6th or 7th of March, 1817. a supply of £90 was sent 
from, a society of Cotton Spinners for the purpose of assisting in the illegal object of a body of several thouaan4 ' 
yersoQS pioceediog in regujar array to London, under pretence of presenting a Petition to the PilBce Regent. 



L 



iSote 2. 

^ And doubtless there are many who still entertsin the same opinions with the purest and 
" most honourable motives ; but I apprehend that the number and proportion of audi 
** persons is very considerably d\mhxuhed"^See page 12 of the Charge,)^ 

« The following passage is chiefly noticed , as bdng extracted from a Work which is at least free ftom the 
suspicion of being under the influence of Government :— ** Parliamentary Reform has never been popular in 
this Country. When the question was first stirred in 1780, the persons who associated and petitioned the 
House of Commons, were more anxious about economy and retrenchment (tf expenditure, than desirous of a 
Beform in Parliament } and it was only by connecting the two questions that any considerable party could be 
brought to petition for the latter. When revived in 1792, Parliamentary Reform had still less support frem 
men of rank and property, whose minds were at that time filled with the most dismal, and, as it seems to us, 
most atovurd apprehensions, Arom the progress of republicanism in Franc^. At present, as far as we can Judge* 
it has still fewer suppozteis of weight and coM^ue&ce thw »t any fovm^ pexiod,'*— /'fdinter^ A SevieWi 
JiMe»l»l6tp,Sl5.J 
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jeate 3. 

*< It would be certainly foreigft to the duties of this place, to enter into a minnte ditcussion 
** of differences of opinion, fairly and honestly entertained and professed in a man- 
** ner consistent vith-pobiic tranquillity.*'— (&0 pqg^ 12 oj Ui6 Chi^rge*)* 

« Hie following Obsenwtiens were publitbed many years ago, in the Introduction to the Translation of a 
Foreign Juridical Work of i;reat celebrity,* in which I endeavoured to state the leading principles of jurispm. 
denct in general, and the particular character o( tJie l^pU poUty of different Countries, and I flatter myself 
that the sutijoining them to the preceding Charge may not be entirely useless. 

•« In attempting to offar any general obserrations respecting the jurisprudence of our own Country, I 
very sensibly feel the arduous nature of my present undertaking; but 1 enter upon this subject with the con. 
id^n^ey^at howpyet i p aA w a te I wpybe'to do Jijistiee to the unparalleled exoeUendes of our Conat^tatibi^* 
no peiseii oeuld engige in such m imvtiiy ir&th a Anner eenyictioa of tbeir value and ntent } np pforpon could 
come to the discussion of the subjee. with a riwce sincere spirit of atjtaohsMiit to them; and ^ I venture 
to suggest any remarks respecting the instances, in which some practical hnproyement may be adopted, I 
flatter myself it will be acknowledged that those suggestions are intimately connected with iu acknowledge^ 
and existing principles, and are wholly referable to such accidental circumstances as are the natural eflfects off 
a long revolution of time, and a gradual alteration in the situation of the Country. I hope it will appear that 
any slight acquaintance which I may have acquired with the juridical systems of other countries has con. 
firmed the preference to our own ; * they are only my visits, but this is my home.' The surest practical test 
of the excellence of a Government is the comparative comfort which for a succession of ages, and indepen- 
denUy of the personal qualities of persons in authority, or other adventitious circumstances, is enjoyed by 
the great body of the people, subject to its controul and enjoying the benefit of its protection ; and the appU. 
cation of 4iiis test will surely not be attended with any considerable difficulty. Although much of tiie actual 
liappiness of each indivi^lual must result from circumstances peculiar to himself ^ it is imposribie, where a 
general effect appears to be produced, to doubt the operation of a general cause. The gradation of society in 
fliis Country, to^tbe Sdvereign on the Throne from the inmate of the meacnest cottage, with no abrupt and 
aoiMile intervals, is greatly calculated to promote the common enjoyment and satis&ction, and to render the 
several diuses of which the community is composed mutually subservient to the benefit of each other. While 
the afBuent receive the assistance of the htdustrtous, the industrious partidpate in the benefit of that sflteence 
^rhich gives their exertions a proper direct on and a suitable reward. The general state of society presents no 
Obstacle to the well-directed spirit of individual advancement ; no man looks at him who is next riiove btm. 
Btff as (Aaced Ih a situation of inaccessible raperiority ; and however powerful the opevation e^ particQlar cod. 
tingendes must necessarily be, however numerous the failure of individual exertion, the great sum of public 
felicity is manifestly much enlarged by the perception Uiat there are no absolute impediments to discourage 
the spirit of exertion, or check the progress of improvement. While the ^ater and more distinguished in- 
stances of advancement must from their very nature be the portion of a few, the possibility of their attain, 
ment may animate the dispositions of all , and while the particular pursuit is often attended with disappoint, 
ment In its ultimate object, the intermediate* progress becomes a valuable acquisition, and even the least 
successful competitors have an almost infinite superiority of enjoyment, over any which .could be possibly 
iliuhibdin4he4ahc^ed state of generSl eqiud'rty, or coimaonly expected in a todety where the various lanki 
weredMingoished by narked and disunt intervals of sepwation. While that absolute inviolability is attached 
to the person of the Sovereign, which shall protect the general harmony of the community from being dis- 
turbed by the machinations of factious ambition, the j^lendors of the Sovereign are the splendors of the 
Country, the powers of the Sovereign are the active but regulated energies of the Country, their exercise 
{subject to thecQmmon influence of human infirmity) may be often accompanied by eiTor, but the situation 
of the personage in whom they are invested can seldom ofier an inducement to pervert them by design ; and 
while the sacredness of his character afibids a security from personal responsibility, the highest exertions of 
hJs prerogative are incompetent to prevent the responsibility of those who violate the legal rights of his 
MWaasft subject The stations of dignity which follow those immediately resulting from the relation of 

/M*mt ■Mfch ■ II II T I ■» - I ■ i ii i l ii m h I -.— ..»- ... Ill I I'l . , 11.., 
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Kndredto the crown, present te all who are engaged in the ofBoes of religion and justice a pledge and repre* 
Mutation of the honour and importance attached to their I'eipectire avocations ; the numbers engaged in 
actual competition for these elevated distinctions are small, but to manifest and evince the propriety of such 
f|att>enng #|stioctioDS, is an interest which afibcts and pervades the whole. The hereditary portion of the 
k«islatufe, receiving frequent accessions in individuals, di»tinguished by their valour or their learning, offers 
an honourable motive to useful «xwtion, and at the same time induces a peculiar degree of Interest in sup* 
porting the j»ermanence and stabitity^of institutionBof general heaefit to the community, and opposes a strong 
lMrri«r against the enterprises of rash experiment. The other source of legislative authority has a nord 
iinmfdiate connection with the general mass of the community. The fiction that ascribes, contrary to all 
tilstorical fact, the idea of a personal and actual representation of each individual member of the community 
to this important branch of the Constitution, has been the source of much reflection upon the discr^wncy 
between the actual practice and the theorjr» which though merely a deduction from it, is treated as its essence 
aiad fbuudatioR. 

X It may readily be agreed, that if it were proposed to frame a new legislative assembly, with authoritilea 
allBitar to those of tlie House of Commons, a connderable variation from the present system of election might 
|>e deemed advisable ; but the existing ctmstitution of the House of Commons was not formed upon any 
prlndples of theoretical investigation, but resulted in a great degree from several accidental circumstances j 
and I think it is at least very much to be doubted wheijier it would be attended with any real advantage to 
aKer a fabric which has so long been riveted and cemented tc^elher. A mere change would be naturally 
attended with detriment, and it would l>e very far from Judicious to make the matter a subject of hazardouf 
experiment; even those who entertain the opinion that an actual improvement might be attained, may i^n^ 
it not unimportant to consider whether the whole advantages of the measures which they would wish to adopt 
would clearly and unequivocally counteibalance the probable mischiefs that might aecomijany it. The slhemtt 
#f universal suffrage, which by many is regarded not only as a perfect theory, but as a natural right that cannot 
1^ withheld without oppression, has never appeared to me to be that which would be most beneficial in the 
firaming an entirely ori^nal Constitution ; for although it is perfectly clear that the rights and interests of 
every member of society are equally sacred, it by no means follows, that all the members of society are equally 
enlightened in respect to the me«is of securing and promoting the general advantage of the whole, that all ^X9 
actuated by an equal interest and regard for its maintenance and preservation ; the actual experience of popular 
elections does not evince that there is the greatest concern for the public interest, where there is the nearest 
approach to universal suffrage, or that the qualities of an useful legislator are identified with those of a popular 
candidate. There is a sufBcieat universality of representation for every purpfise of practical util'ty, when 
there is a sufficient community of interest between the members of the legislatute and the general body of 
society J when the makers of the law have the same objects to promote, and the same obligations to fulfil, ag 
the individuals most remote from any concurrence in their appointment j when they are discouraged from 
assuming any improper or dangerous prerogatives to themselves, by the reflection that after a limited period 
they are to return to the ordinary mass of society; when a public discussion prevents the surreptitious intro. 
ductionof measures hostile to the general principles of the Constitution, or the general welfare of the public ; 
when the persons constituting the legislative assembly are collected from almost all the various classes of men 
which have sufficient elevation in society to render them proper depositaries of a share in the charge of sup. 
porting the common benefit. The permanence of one branch of the legislature and the fluctuation of the 
other are together a great security against mutual encroachments, on regularity and order on the one side, 
•ronireedom on the other, in acts which must require their mutual concurrence....! am farirom suf^gsing 
the existence of an Utopian state of absolute perfection, in which no personal considerations interfere with 
the dictates of public duty ; but with respect to practical consequences, there does not appear to beany adequate 
reasoh^for thinking that a different plan of parliamentary election would afford a greater security ag^iiistthe 
influence of the common defects and imperfections of human nature." 
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ji3ote 4. 

** And in hfttid-bitU very genertlly circulated, it has been held forth, that the calls of hanger 
** are so powerful, that an united band, linked in a common cause, from East to Wesl» 
** and from North to South, will be ready to avenge the delay of assenting to tbeif 
** claims, and threaten ruin to. those who refuse to engage ia their conliederacy «*'—(&« 

page 13 of the Cfutrge. ) * 

• Xothe MANCHESTER TRADESMBNandmore particularly the BORQUGHREEVE ca^ COIJSTABLES, 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE apathy and cool determined conduct you evince towards us, in rejecting aH overtures fer a Ge- 
neral Town's Meeting, for a Parliamentary Reform, cannot but stiilie us, the mechanical and suffering part of 
the Inhabitants, as unworthy the kigh situation you hold \ and combining altogether a $pMt of the command, 
ing insoienoe c^ station, that can bav» no other efftet than goading us on to madBess.-»Gk)od God } if it be. 
cause we are made to bear the " heat and burthen of the day,*' that our feelings and opinions are to be set a^ 
nought? And that we must sit at home, satisfied to be fed by the eleemosynary uds of Cfaaritv, on a Penny. 
worth of Soup ? No ! the 1«W8 of God and Nature da not require it ; and oonunon sense and feeling smr, U 
shaU not be. Why then this coolness and indifference to ours and the Common Cause : 'we are aware, that 
you, alike with ourselves, are suffering from the evils that surround us; but we know e j tpe rim e i AAUf, the 
Jiangs arising from that unsatisfied calj of nature. HUNGER } placed in which situation, both Prin^mAPea.. 
tant feel alike. If circumstancei^ have placed you above this first erf* nature's wants, say, if reversed, and this 
want became ffoiur% would net the eause of the evil soon exeite your endeavours to find and root it ottt> 
Chaise then situations with us, and let us e^ort you to join with u« in this Common Causes our sulferina 
ere deep, and daily becoming deeper ; and the general Calunity , if not averted, will shake to its base, the wal 
l^ing of all j but ihey drink deepest of the Common Ruin, who 



Snug in Luxury's Li^ 



Lie straining their low thoughts, to form unreal wants, 

AflBictions and privations such as we fieel, bind us tbrougb the Kingdom, from North to Sontb, andflross 
^ast to West, in one sacred band ; and as nothing but sympathy and fellow feeling, along with one heart and 
enc mind, in the Common Cause, can avert the •* 'fathering Storm,** let us hope, that Mm appeal to yonrbeU 
ter judgments, (waving al! party fueling,} will awaken you to a sense of our Common danger, and save usfriaq 
impending 'uin. OUR Cause is YOUR Cause, and nothing but the Rights qf Man, grounded on t|ke Pwitjf qf 
cur Constitution, can prevent Britons from becoming the authors of each others misery. 

A OACi? Respectable-4)ut 4I0W a Dettltutfr^-TRADGSMAN. 

7b tie Boroughreeoe and Constables, 
T. S.-i^hould the above have the happy effect of changing your sentiment<t on this subject, the Meetin]* 
V IB be happy toeee the Boroughreeve in the Chair, on Iftooday next, at the time and place already annffunm>:> 
DecenUwr Sid, IS16, 

Printed by J, MOLINEUX % Co, Ri4ings*-court, $L iiary's GsOe. 



i3ote 5. 

** A few Sessionsonly intervened between this Parliament and the passing the Trteoaitl 
'* Act, which only continued for a |>eriod of between twenty and thirty years ; at the 
** end of which, the present system of Septennial Parliaments wa& esublished. The 
** continoance of a Parliament during the life of the King, unless dissolved, subsisted 
*' in Ireland until after the commeucemeat of the present reign.*' — (Seepage H of 
the Charge.) * 

• This Parliament continued from the IStb to the 90th of Charles the 9d. There was no Session be. 
kween the S5th and 29th. In the reign of Henry the 7th there was an intermission of the Sessioa of Parlla. 
men t from the 12th year to the 1 9th. In the reign of Henry the 8th , there was an interval ftom the 15tb yea* 
to the 21st, In th»t of Elizabeth, the Session of FarlUmeat was held, upon an average, about once in three 
years. In the rdgno^ James the 1st, there wasan interval of Ibttrteea years, from the 7th to tbe£lst. Inth«l 
«f Charles the 1st, an interval fiom the 3d year to the 16th . 
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mU 6. 

'< In rtuptct of the exigency of Uie present time, I am not aware of any neafure that cai| 
<* be more salutary, than for those who are inclined to co-operate in the maintenance 
'* of general tranmiillity, to take upon themWWes the character of Special Constables, 
" as giving a prooi of their readiness to as^st the legal authorities of the County, in any 
** cases in which it may be unfortunately necesiary to bare recourse to such aaustance." 
^ -^{Seepage 16 of the Charge.) • 

• To most of those who msy tske an intersstin the perusal of this AAlRsi»ttiswdl known that the le- 
falar Police ErtrtJInhment of lfancfaeitsrandSa]find,€oiisiatsof a Boraughreeve, (whose legal fUnctioot acttoot 
predseir deflned, butare, Icoac«iTe,tbe samo as a Headburg^) and two Constables. These offices are commonly 
held 1^ Gentlemen of very coMtdersble oonsequenee and respeetabiUtf, and who are asiisted by a Deputy, re. 
ceiving a salary from thepaUicassessaoents of the Townships, the legality of which was establishedupon a case 
before the Court of King's Bsnch, in the year 1796, (the Courtof Quarter Senions baring found that there was 
aprcscripCion fat thcappoinfapen t ofsneh an office, inth a salary, although the amount of the salary had fron| 
time to time increased. Perhaps no dreumstsnee has contril^^ted to the advantage of the Town of Bfandiestec 
somucjiastbeservices inwttidi the afpointmenti of Borottghreeve, Constd>le8, and Qhurchwardens are osualty 
IQIed and executed. Tbe duties of these ofQces are so eonsidecable, ttat a price unknown elsewhere is given for 
the Certifleste of Exemption usually called a T^bmm Ticket, but when undertaken they afe executed with a 
leal and asiiduity and attention to the public duty, equal to those which the most active individual applies to 
bis private affidrs. About twenty-five years ago, several persons voluntarily came Ibrwanl to anist the PoUce^ 
nnder the name of Spetial CCnstables, and the system has ever since continued. Fenons fiping this situatioii 
diiefly consist of respectable Tradennea, whose seyvices yre of great utility in the ordinary duties of Polioer 
I b«ve reaaon to think that the ciieumstaiices of tbe existence of such an eatablishment in Hanphester.was the 
jpoond of a ^snoal recommendation firom t|ie Secretary of the Home Department, ooiiTeyed by circular Let? 
iBisin the same week in which this Charge was de^yered. At the Quarter SeMions at Salford, in the follow. 
lag week, a great number of persons of all r^nkp ^classes in~ society, came forward, in consequence of the 
tendency todJsturbance, of which there bad been too many maniftstations, to oflbr their assistanceto the pub- 
lic^ and were sworn in Special Constables. The example w^ very extensively followed, at adyoumments of the 
Seasions, Aeid fbrthessme purpose in dii|hrentpfiftsof ttie County. Upon an importsntocpasion which has 
since ooeurred, the advantage of such a regubqr and orgfmised asdstanoe to the civU authorities was 
evinosd in so great a degree as to produce the strongesttestimony of approbation f^pm thosp invested with th^ 
public govemnient of theCountry. 



i^ The iiew;remarks in the Charge distinguished by CrotcheU were aooidentally omitted in the Addre^f 
to the Grsnd Jury. 

1^ 3)gwfrfispU»tfZfMMierf<siM»l*^ 



JtXim 




fglim^ ^.mid J*n4SRQPt<4the mnfih^tter Mercury and BrUith yohmtetr Qfficf. 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



